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had told the Bavarians that the winning of the town
would determine the issue of the war. Farther
south the 2nd Cavalry Division had been driven
out of Hollebeke, while the 1st Cavalry Division
were in heavy conflict round Messine. Pulteney,
too, in the south, had his line broken at St. Yves,
but the situation was saved by a spirited counter-
attack.

Nest day came the crisis. The attack developed
in great force against Gheluvelt village. The 1st
Division was driven back from Gheluvelt to the
woods between Hooge and Veldhoek. This menaced
the flank of the 7th Division. On the right of that
Division the force known as Bulfin's detachment was
exposed by its attack on its left-hand neighbours
but managed to cling to its trenches till the evening.
On Bulfin's right, Mussy, with the 9th French Corps,
was struggling hard to keep the line intact towards
Klein Zillebeke. At one moment it looked as if he
might have to yield, but he saved himself by novel
reinforcements. He bade the corporal commanding
his escort collect every available man from cooks to
cuirassiers. The bold adventure prospered, and
Mussy was able to hold his ground.

Between two and three o'clock on Saturday the
31st was the most critical hour in the whole battle.
It seemed as if the slightest forward pressure would
crumble the Ypres defence. French sent an urgent
message to Foch for reinforcements, but Foch had
none to send, for his own losses had been greater than
ours. It seemed impossible to stop the gap. Be-
tween two and two-thirty Haig gave orders to retire
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